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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 
Minutes of August 31, 2015 

Draft 
 

 Members Present: John Anderson, Nancy Malcolm, Sam Ostrow, Barbara Saunders, Steve Terry, 
Sarah Peluso 

Members Absent: Chris Robbins 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Kathleen Ramsay 

Others Present:  

 
1. Call to Order:  Nancy called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon. 

 
2. Public Comment:  None 
 
3. Business 

Kathleen and Nancy introduced the new Planning director, Jennifer Murray.  The Planning 
Commission members introduced themselves individually, and provided brief summaries of 
their backgrounds and interests.   
 
Kathleen raised the subject of the upcoming round of Municipal Planning Grants, which have 
a deadline of September 30th.  She proposed submitting an application for hiring a consultant 
to take the parking study to the next phase by conducting a feasibility study for a new parking 
garage.  Sam Ostrow mentioned parking issues with regard to the EDI project.  He feels there 
should be some clarification of goals before we get too far.  Kathleen said that would be the 
first step- to take the existing report and have a charrette/public dialogue about our needs.  
Steve suggests that the report could be made more approachable to the public through use of 
graphics.  Kathleen said that one goal has been to target all of our grants on something we 
are working on now.  Barabara thinks that the Planning Commission should remain mindful of 
not concentrating resources and efforts on this one area of downtown without thinking about 
other areas of the Town, as well.  Jennifer suggested looking into the funding agency’s 
funding priorities for this round, to be sure this will be a competitive application.   
 
On a motion by Barbara, seconded by John, the PC voted to support investigation into 
parking solutions as part of the Municipal Planning Grant Application.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Nancy suggested that the Planning commission members provide Jennifer with individual 
reports of what they have been working on recently, as related to their areas of interest. 
 
Steve began the discussion by describing his work with the solar siting task force.  He 
provided some historical and legislative background about the siting of solar facilities, which 
has been regulated by the Public Service Board since Act 248 took effect.  September 22 is the 
next meeting of the solar siting task force.  They have been primarily focused on issues 
surrounding solar development, including where they would want these types of projects 
sited.  Steve shared a few examples from other Towns, and how they have reacted to large 
solar siting projects.  The task force would be interested in having Staff perform some 
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research about the capacity of the Town to regulate these projects on the local level, by 
investigating the tools that currently exist within the bylaw and the Town Plan. 
 
Barbara, Sam and Sarah spoke about the work they have been doing with regard to housing.  
They could use some mapping showing overlays of water and sewer service areas, in an effort 
to identify areas where greater density for more affordable housing would be appropriate.  A 
survey was done of community housing needs, which they have looked at.  Sam spoke about 
housing affordability and observed that the apartment stock is both poor in quality and 
inadequate in quantity, making it hard for people moving here.  Sam provided a summary of 
the activities of the EDI (Economic Development Initiative) committee, which has been 
reviewing the Nexbridge Partners proposal for a mixed-use development on Bakery Lane.  
Their next meeting with Nexbridge is on September 10th.  Sam mentioned that one obstacle is 
the fact that the amount of parking required by the current zoning is likely too much for this 
size, use and location.  
 
The Planning Commission left this discussion temporarily, to complete approval of minutes 
while a quorum was still available.  
 

4. Business (Continued): 

John discussed some of the items he and Chris have been working on, related to conservation 
and natural resources; they have met twice.  John briefly discussed performing clean-up of 
references in the Town Plan, the creation of a Natural Resources Map, and formation of a 
Conservation Commission.  He mentioned that Amy Sheldon was a former PC member who 
had been a great asset in this subject area.   
 
The PC briefly discussed the Town Plan, which they plan to work on over the next two years.  
They like the template of the existing Plan, but might need to clean-up several sections.    
 
The PC talked about having Ruth visit as a speaker on October 5th or 19th.  Next meeting, the 
PC talked about adding an item of the agenda to have an organizational discussion with Staff.  
The next meeting is scheduled for September 21st. 
 
 

5. Adjournment:   Meeting adjourned at 1:15pm 
 
On a Motion by John, Seconded by Sarah, the PC voted to adjourn.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
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